
     

Ridgmont Maintenance Issues 

We have a busy couple of months ahead of us preparing Ridgmont for its visit to the Peterborough show at the end of 

March.  We have just one meeting after today to make sure the layout looks its best and is a credit to the Bedfordshire 
Group.  Both Ray Butler and Roy Sterry have already done a lot of work upgrading the buildings and scenery adjacent to 

the bridge and beyond.  There is however still some work to be done before the end of March; Ray has highlighted a 

number of areas which need attention.  They are and in no particular order: 
 

 1. Repair to sections of fencing adjacent to the station building 

 2. Grass scenery in various locations to be glued down 

 3. Tree sockets to be checked - some may require re-gluing in position   

 4. Signal box requires repairing; we searched for this item at the January meeting but could not find it.  It is 

     possible somebody has already taken it to do the necessary repairs; if anybody knows where it is would you 

     please let me know.  

 5. The Bridge has some damage to it and requires minor repairs and painting.  

 

It appears that the buildings are also showing signs of wear and tear which bearing in mind they are delicate models 

should be handled with care.  All have boxes for storage between exhibitions so the damage is more than likely due to 

mishandling during transport to and from exhibitions and during setting up and breakdown.  During setting up and 

breakdown we are usually working to a tight timetable, fortunately the baseboards were built to withstand some rough 

handling.  However can I ask everybody to remember that the scenery we add to Ridgmont for exhibitions transforms it 

from an ordinary model into a great model is very fragile and should be handled with great care. 

If anyone has any other improvements they would like to see please mention them to Brian or myself. 

.............................................. o.................................................... 

 

National Garden Railway Show 

   The details are:  Venue           Peterborough Arena (formerly known as the Exec Centre)   

      East of England Showground 

      PE2 6XE 

   Date                31 March 2012 
  

   Timetable Load Ridgmont at Eaton Bray   Friday 12.30pm 

     Drive to Exec and unload and set up  Friday PM 
     Final preparations before Show Opens  Saturday 8.30am 

 
The organisers will not allow anyone into the Hall before opening time unless they have a pass, Ridgmont has 10 passes 

and they have been allocated to the 10 members who are finalising the set-up on Saturday morning.  
 

     Show Opens     Saturday 10.00am 

     Show Closes     Saturday   5.00pm 
      Breakdown and Load Ridgmont at end of Show 

     Return Ridgmont to Eaton Bray   Sunday    11.30am 
 

You can find full details of the show and a timetable of events on the Associations web site. 

.............................................. o.................................................... 



 

Email Manners 

 

Over the past few months I have emailed all members on a number of subjects ranging from the organisation of Steam 

in Beds, The National Garden Railway Show and various other matters relating to our club.  This along with other aspects 

of club activities does take up quite a lot of my time.  Most of these emails are asking for information or confirmation that 

requires the reader to reply or acknowledge receipt.  Too many times these emails go unanswered and even unread, I 

therefore don’t know if they have even been received, so I have to email again, wasting even more of my time, just 

because some members can’t be bothered to acknowledge the email in the first place.  In one particular case I had to 

resort to telephoning to get the answer I needed.  In the last week I emailed every member who had been allocated a 

Pass for the show in Peterborough, all they had to do to confirm receipt was to click a box and a confirmation would have 

been sent by return, it could not be much simpler and yet only 3 people out of 7  have bothered to confirm receipt. 

 

I just wonder why I should bother when clearly a fair proportion of our members don’t. 

     

2012 Meeting Dates 

The following are the club meeting dates for 2012: 

 

  5th February   4th March  1st April 
  6th May   3rd June   1st July 
  2nd September  7th October  4th November 
 

Saturday 1st December - the Hall has been booked for our Steam in Beds Show; no final decision has been made on 

whether or not we go ahead with the show this year.  It largely depends on whether I get any offers of help with the 

organisation.  Following Brian’s appeal in last month’s Smokebox I have received just one offer of help.  

.............................................. o.................................................... 

 Exhibitions  

There are a couple of shows coming up which you may be interested in. 

 
Large Scale Model Rail Show, 17th & 18th March, Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, detail at www.largescalemodelrail.co.uk 

 

London Festival of Railway Modelling, 24th & 25th March, Alexandra Palace, detail at www.model-railways-live.co.uk 

 
It’s also worth checking the Model Shops Web Site, www.ukmodelshops.co.uk it lists all up and coming events for the 
next 12 months. 

 .............................................. o.................................................... 

 

Gas Supplies 

 

As in previous years I hope to pre-order a supply of gas Butane or Butane Mix to collect at the Peterborough Show. If 
anyone is interested please let me know.  You should be aware that I will require payment in advance, mainly because I 

ordered gas last year for certain members who never collected it.  So I was left with two cases which I had bought and 
paid for, I still have almost one complete case left from last year. 

 
I don’t intend to be caught again, so if you don’t wish to pay in advance then I suggest you make your own 

arrangements. 

 
.............................................. o.................................................... 

 

I still have a quantity of Butane Gas available, 277g Canister  £3.50  

 

Chris Pretty 

 

http://www.largescalemodelrail.co.uk/
http://www.model-railways-live.co.uk/
http://www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/

